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Trea琀椀ng and Preven琀椀ng HIV among 
People who are Incarcerated:  
The Way Forward in Illinois

In early 2023, Public Health Ins琀椀tute of Metropolitan Chicago (PHIMC) in collabora琀椀on 
with Community Research Collabora琀椀ve (CRC), disseminated a survey to all Illinois 
county jails and deten琀椀on centers to gather updated informa琀椀on and discover their 
priori琀椀es, challenges, and other op琀椀ons to increase awareness of the goals of the 
Illinois County Jails Act and ful昀椀ll them. This includes aspects of the Act related to 
educa琀椀on, preven琀椀on, tes琀椀ng, and treatment of HIV both during and post-deten琀椀on. 
The primary goal of collec琀椀ng this data was to inform the development of an outreach 
and capacity-building strategy to improve HIV services in Illinoisʼ county jails and 
juvenile deten琀椀on centers. This process built on the learnings from 2012 and 2016 
data collec琀椀on ini琀椀a琀椀ves; it included extensive survey expansion and redesign, 
implementa琀椀on, data analysis and repor琀椀ng, outreach, and capacity building.

The most ac琀椀onable 
昀椀ndings suggest 
the necessity for 
further support of 
HIV services that 
generally fall into 
four categories:
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Based on research done in collabora琀椀on with PHIMC and CRC, the lessons learned 
from the survey can provide support for:

Based on research 
completed in collabora琀椀on 
with PHIMC and CRC, the 
lessons learned from the 
2023 survey can provide 
support for:

• Increasing overall health educa琀椀on and HIV tes琀椀ng  
for people in custody and those released from 
correc琀椀onal facili琀椀es

• Ensuring county jails and juvenile deten琀椀on centers are 
poised to respond to necessary provisions of the Act

Training of Sta昀昀 and 
People in Custody

Preven琀椀on with 
Promo琀椀onal Materials

Screening and 
Tes琀椀ng

Interven琀椀on and 
Treatment
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Survey Highlights that Support 
the Need for HIV Services, 
Educa琀椀on, and Resources

PHIMC appreciates all who ini琀椀ated and 
par琀椀cipated in this research and those 
same people who will carry this work 
forward by integra琀椀ng lessons learned 
into prac琀椀ce, to move Illinois closer to 
zero cases of HIV in the future.

Read the full report at:
www.phimc.org/crp

of the facili琀椀es reported 
wan琀椀ng to “know more 

about the IDPHʼs medical 
assistance program”

60%
of the facili琀椀es DID NOT post 

HIV preven琀椀on, treatment, and 
tes琀椀ng educa琀椀on materials in 

visitor wai琀椀ng rooms

90%
of the facili琀椀es reported 

providing sta昀昀 with 
basic HIV facts and 

informa琀椀on

60%

facili琀椀es o昀昀er people in 
custody Pre-exposure 

prophylaxis (PrEP) 
medica琀椀on regimens

Only 2
of the facili琀椀es reported  

contrac琀椀ng out  
mental health services

75%
of the facili琀椀es reported 

providing further HIV 
educa琀椀on as part of their 

discharge planning

Only 4%

of the facili琀椀es 
reported sta昀昀 training 

on ethics

40%
reported training sta昀昀 
on con昀椀den琀椀ality of 

people in custody

47%
to providing people in  

custody with HIV educa琀椀on was

The most  
reported barrier

“Insu昀케cient knowledge 
to provide training  

and educa琀椀on”

Contact us at:
reentry@phimc.org


