
Illinois Reentry Conference: Advancing Criminal, Health,
and Social Justice 

Thomas Dart, Sheriff of Cook County Department of Corrections and Karen A. Reitan, Executive
Director of Public Health Institute of Metropolitan Chicago

PHIMC's Community Reentry Project hosts a bi-annual conference that brings together public
health professionals, healthcare providers, social service professionals, and community
members to build skills around health equity, social jus,ce, and reentry services for current
and formerly incarcerated individuals. On October 3, 2019, more than 150 people gathered at
UIC Student Center East for our biggest conference yet, honoring the legacy and development
of reentry services over the last twenty years. Cook County Sheriff Thomas Dart opened the
conference, and Chas,ty Gunn closed out the day of plenaries and workshops with a spoken
word performance and moderated discussion. 
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Award recipients of the Community Reentry Champion Award (L-R) Russell Jackson, Transforming
Reentry Services; Norma Cervantes, Christian Community Health Center; and Coleman Goode,

AIDS Foundation of Chicago

You can find conference resources, photos, and the 20-Year Community Reentry Project
Timeline here.

Photos by Shon Gibbs

Safe Schools for LGBTQ+ Students
PHIMC's merger with Illinois Safe Schools Alliance is now official, and we are
celebrating the union on Sunday, January 26 from 4-6pm at Colvin House. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001h8_8MGCn1ChNv3FtnDvSBTXZv26GD1sP-I7zFWgYY1hdshj9L_gLu9aH_eeUD7n2RgOgs3AFxv1XmXJDobUn3ZMsb7RdN2fUhhejCcGdSJQJliZ3TUq2MFK5dkyb8R76hefFC-oLMmXcCpPjOoG5JWofNV7_OBTVajk6JHMlzBIwPdDLKOIeharmJroPr4YUUxRkFBgFud0=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001h8_8MGCn1ChNv3FtnDvSBTXZv26GD1sP-I7zFWgYY1hdshj9L_gLu4ZTpCXmVG7wmTGsucBtHRUdK8szivzKMQ-ADSSd-TzxXHWzm23h6aBCbAGQj1F29jA96SI02kljOQ7gB_XOrgPNASu6RSO8n7HWXIPF9kHbJ7CFxcJlkKTSqp6RJn1w1A==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001h8_8MGCn1ChNv3FtnDvSBTXZv26GD1sP-I7zFWgYY1hdshj9L_gLu4ZTpCXmVG7wpUoKE7y3_FzH5WTYeoiF9fheDR8pXXm-RPx4GF3wo_0kGGN0rWR89AImghDakBk-ZWJ7KkQ82JGU_IAcmEEcKVoVXG156hSr-X-b60i4iGD6-UjrAyWTX0KN1FrNCwxExCeRNgL8Cce2VNh3JSXxE6oTaiMMUcbqxutCHxJTy6c=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001h8_8MGCn1ChNv3FtnDvSBTXZv26GD1sP-I7zFWgYY1hdshj9L_gLuwzLB5z2eLXAEDZX71DiB_xPvImw-gVHe4VHyat7H3Qw2__LmSue-JYNZsh8oqwwoZZZngk4wooe_UnblkY9NNEdT6JxDz7EaZIGlTi88EmZ8aTI3vpg9QkX6WNIeIlPGR_2UGsdoB6E5Bw9jr1WDdw=&c=&ch=


Staff Celebrates the Merger
Back Row (L-R): Meghana Menon, Vince Pagán, Clare Healy, Caitlyn Hicks, Nat Duran, Sarah

Boulton, Alisha Jani, Sarah Bergen, and Susanne Schnell
Front Row (L-R): Karen Reitan, Blair Harvey, and Becca McNamara

This merger comes on the heels of Governor J.B. Pritzker signing the Illinois' LGBTQ-Inclusive
Curriculum Law (formerly HB246), ensuring the inclusion of LGBTQ contribu,ons in curriculum
for all Illinois public schools beginning in the 2020-21 school year. Illinois Safe Schools Alliance
(ISSA), now a program of PHIMC, con,nues to work with Equality Illinois and The Legacy Project
to implement the new law. ISSA and its partners will be working with the Illinois State Board of
Educa,on, Illinois Educa,on Associa,on, Illinois Federa,on of Teachers, regional
superintendents, and other key stakeholders over the next year to develop guidance, resources,
lesson plans, and professional development/training tools to support educators across the
state. ISSA is also developing FAQs and is offering training for school districts, teachers, and
community organiza,ons regarding implementa,on of the LGBTQ-Inclusive Curriculum Law and
other strategies for ensuring a safe and affirming learning environment for LGBTQ students. 

Please click here for more informa,on about training and resources and here for ISSA's
professional development offerings. If you are reques,ng professional development, please
complete our PD Intake Form.
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Nat Duran, Youth Engagement Manager - Illinois Safe Schools Alliance

ISSA's Youth Engagement Manager Nat Duran was among Governor Pritzker's appointments to
The Affirming and Inclusive Schools Task Force . Established in September, the group is tasked
with finding strategies and best prac,ces for ensuring "welcoming, safe, suppor,ve and
inclusive school environments" for transgender, nonbinary, and gender-nonconforming
students. Congratulations, Nat, on this well-deserved honor! 

New Guidelines for Ryan White Part A Services

Chicago Department of Public Health (CDPH) released New Guidelines for Ryan White Part A
HIV Care and Suppor,ve Services to help ensure that people living with HIV receive the
highest quality of care possible. CDPH engaged PHIMC to lead the 18-month planning and
development process to update service guidelines and expecta,ons for Ryan White Part A
care and service providers.

These standards were revised using a mul,-stakeholder process that included clinical best
prac,ces, insight from similarly large metropolitan areas, advisement from the Chicago Area
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HIV Integrated Services Council (CAHISC), and provider input, as well as recommenda,ons
from individuals living with HIV/AIDS from across the region in order to keep people at the
center of service.

"The process was so inclusive and like nothing I have experienced before. Well done!
Everyone was visibly committed to the process." ~ Participant Evaluation 

The new Chicago Eligible Metropolitan Area (EMA) Standards of Care are available for
download here.

Illinois Helpline for Opioids and Other Substances

The Illinois Helpline for Opioids and Other Substances launched a video campaign this Fall
which was profiled here by WTTW.

Il l inois Helpline for Opioids and Other Substances: Video Campaign

Funded by Illinois Department of Human Services, the Helpline is a public resource that
connects callers to substance use disorder services throughout Illinois. The Helpline is free,
confiden,al, open 24/7, and is available online at HelplineIL.org. Since December 2017, the
Helpline has received over 15,000 calls. 

PHIMC con,nues its outreach work to support the Helpline. If you would like Project
Associate Nate Muckley to aOend a community event, organiza,onal mee,ng, or health fair
to talk about the Helpline, please contact Nate at nate.muckley@phimc.org.

Proviso Partners for Health

Community Forum with Senator Durbin

Following a Roundtable with U.S. Senator Dick Durbin hosted by Proviso Partners for Health
(PP4H) last March, the Senator returned to Maywood in August for a Community Forum with
PP4H coali,on leaders and over 30 community members. During this two-hour community
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tour, discussion, and listening session, residents shared their ideas for improving community
health and suggested more inclusive ac,ons around community violence to support
Maywood's youth, families at the margins, and jus,ce-involved residents. Par,cipants in the
Forum also shared sugges,ons for strengthening a community-hospital rela,onship with
Loyola Medicine, a lead coalition partner in PP4H.

In featuring PP4H's community-driven health equity and systems-change work, the Forum
highlighted the need for local and na,onal policies to address food insecurity,
entrepreneurship, and community-support infrastructures for healthy, safe communi,es.
Senator Durbin told Maywood residents about his Chicago HEAL Ini,a,ve, which works to
decrease community violence through upstream preventa,ve efforts that help communi,es
thrive. Loyola Medicine CEO, Shawn Vincent, also presented on Loyola's community benefit
and wellness goals. 

Local media coverage of the forum can be found here.

Loyola Medicine CEO Shawn Vincent and US Senator Durbin with Lonette Hall, Executive Director
of Maywood Park District, standing to tell about the Park District's partnership with VeggieRx

VeggieRx: A Community-driven Initiative for Health

VeggieRx is a produce prescrip,on model that connects both Proviso Township community
residents and Loyola Medicine pa,ents experiencing food insecurity with free, organic, and
locally grown produce, double-value produce coupons, and nutri,on educa,on. VeggieRx is a
cross-sector ini,a,ve driven by Proviso Partners for Health (PP4H), Chicago Botanic Garden,
Windy City Harvest, and Loyola Medicine. Since it was launched in 2018, this ini,a,ve has
distributed over 7,000 pounds of produce to Proviso residents and sources vegetables and
herbs grown from PP4H's Maywood-based Giving Garden urban farm. VeggieRx currently runs
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001h8_8MGCn1ChNv3FtnDvSBTXZv26GD1sP-I7zFWgYY1hdshj9L_gLu4ZTpCXmVG7w2jrZ7sZr5z9GoWwFdulQsv6cjCI-_PtKSxRH46VqrD5WB5w_cdeP4cAv0RueQMOL8tUiPlp2WN0UJCUGA5xeG7n9mPL54QuG1Ycc4weUVWQmL-Tpuxb29A0YDJPkt2zlmTncSj30leE=&c=&ch=


through November at Loyola's Maywood-based Family Medicine Clinic and will begin again in
collaboration with the Maywood Park District in early Winter 2020.

VeggieRx was featured this summer by Nicole Blackwood in the Chicago Tribune:
VeggieRX provides free vegetables to low-income people and pa,ents in Chicago food
deserts

PHIMC is a proud partner of PP4H, a community-driven, mul,-sector coali,on promo,ng
community health, health equity, and transforma,onal systems change in west suburban
Cook County communi,es of Maywood, Bellwood, Broadview, and Melrose Park. PHIMC
provides organiza,onal development services and fiscal management to support the
coalition. 

HIV Prevention and Care in Suburban Cook County
On September 4, 2019, PHIMC and AIDS Founda,on of Chicago facilitated the Regional
Community Engagement Mee,ng for suburban Cook County (Region 8) in coordina,on with
Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH). This mee,ng, hosted by Aunt Martha's Health
and Wellness  in Park Forest, brought together 45 community stakeholders to talk about the
state of the HIV epidemic and services in the area. ARer a presenta,on about regional HIV
epidemiological trends, available HIV preven,on and care services, and an overview of the
GeSng to Zero ini,a,ve and the Na,onal HIV/AIDS Strategy 2020  goals, aOendees engaged
in a spirited needs assessment discussion.

The insights from the Regional Community Engagement Mee,ng have been shared with
Illinois HIV Integrated Planning Council (IHIPC) and IDPH to influence HIV prevention and care
planning and strategies going forward.

AmeriCorps Programs: 
New Members and Host Site Recruitment

National Health Corps Chicago

Welcome to the 20 Na,onal Health Corps (NHC) Chicago members who just began their
2019-2020 service term. They are serving as Health Educators, Outreach Coordinators, and
Pa,ent Navigators under this year's three priority areas: (1) Increasing physical ac,vity and
improving nutri,on to reduce obesity and/or chronic condi,ons related to obesity, (2)
Addressing opioid use, and (3) Improving the quality of life for adults 50 years and older. 

Over the course of their service term, they will be sharing about themselves and their
experiences here. 
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National Health Corps (NHC) Chicago members for the 2019-2020 service term

We are delighted to be collabora,ng this year with 12 host site organiza,ons: Advocate
Children's Hospital, Advocate Trinity Hospital, Erie Family Health Center, Friends of the Park,
Girls in the Game, Heartland Health Centers, Illinois Eye Ins,tute - Diabetes Eye Care Center,
Illinois Eye Ins,tute - Princeton Vision Clinic, Northwest Side Housing Center, Southwest
Organizing Project, Proviso Partners for Health - PHIMC, and Respiratory Health Association.

Are you -- or is someone you know -- passionate about public health and interested in a year
of service? 

NHC Chicago seeks candidates for one full-,me Outreach Coordinator posi,on for the 2019-
2020 service term. If you are interested, you can find the role description here and learn more
about how to apply here.

Substance Use Disorder (SUD) Allies

Are you commiOed to serving your community? Are you passionate about advancing
substance use preven,on, treatment, and recovery throughout Illinois? Does your agency
deliver impacVul Substance Use Disorder services? If you answered YES to any of these
ques,ons then join PHIMC's Substance Use Disorder (SUD) Allies program as a host site or
member this year.

PHIMC seeks host sites for its SUD Allies AmeriCorps program that supports substance use
preven,on, treatment, and recovery throughout Illinois. Join partner sites, including Erie
Family Health Center, Healthcare Alterna,ve Systems, Lurie Children's Hospital, and Trilogy
Behavioral Healthcare for the 2019-2020 service year. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001h8_8MGCn1ChNv3FtnDvSBTXZv26GD1sP-I7zFWgYY1hdshj9L_gLu4ZTpCXmVG7wSucpZKrBkx0wFmwsu4RKJBX2DZ49Es1IWNxHFq14vWqypLEaejZJY91GMDIfzuRFvIZ-dII7jaaL5ElPxhgqkw8sL3JY4hWChDzbvyoI05tKo_29Ki-aEmco-EolDAGXcEDvgW4xo523i1xItKNUOg==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001h8_8MGCn1ChNv3FtnDvSBTXZv26GD1sP-I7zFWgYY1hdshj9L_gLu4ZTpCXmVG7wyzcuJ3mkfYaJLZu8U9EDp36ctZimkRHrsYJmmX5AF7B2iYOlEGZSVKSkaJo3jUGKvu7tgplkgtNp3OIPv-zhNUzl7LqAuELZ9B2pjr08_6aaqPhFAjnZJZR6Cfbe5V6I19GmTzIzcRNAXfv9yrKSJY2ckiJImhTfEqprfJz4-xtmYpXKDZDjOuG723SfKDcFNJcDyqYSLeSXbBirp_RjzBdPen4j0cEK4SgkhsfFmN3iCFiwNcKhljCI1Tp9AskRuBhN8lHZyxs=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001h8_8MGCn1ChNv3FtnDvSBTXZv26GD1sP-I7zFWgYY1hdshj9L_gLu4ZTpCXmVG7wke3_lfWMpiYrbTkUPaQasbhsmAhIOFkAaH9frgKuU_CcCpuhpk-0KMG7HMaL8jNiYEB-psivQAeMoN26Ad-PVtteeOrO5kj8zwmOTs-IduCdPNdhF3QGVvDLFAIVblKmSpCYQNgmOKuP7Ct0Y9IlZQ==&c=&ch=


PHIMC's Blair Harvey and Meghana Menon with co-
presenters from Asemio, at the All In: Data for

Community Health National Meeting

PHIMC seeks addi0onal SUD Allies members for the 2019-2020 service year, too. Members
engage clients, youth, and providers through a variety of comprehensive services, including
case management, health insurance enrollment assistance, preven,on educa,on, and an,-
stigma education. 

Learn more and apply here.

PHIMC Presents . . .
Sarah Boulton, Project Manager - Behavioral Health,
presented "Coordinated Care and Partnership: Comba,ng the
Opioid Epidemic in Chicago" at the 2019 United States
Conference on AIDS (USCA), sharing how we can leverage the
lessons learned to combat HIV and AIDS and apply them to the
opioid epidemic.

Blair Harvey, Deputy Director - Strategy and Partnerships,
and Meghana Menon, Program Manager - Child and
Adolescent Health, presented "Building partnerships to develop
a data sharing strategy across health and educa,on sectors,"
at the American School Health Associa,on Conference, the All
In: Data for Community Health Na,onal Mee,ng, and the
American Public Health Associa,on (APHA) Conference, sharing
highlights and lessons learned from PHIMC's School Health
Access Collaborative (SHAC)
 work.

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001h8_8MGCn1ChNv3FtnDvSBTXZv26GD1sP-I7zFWgYY1hdshj9L_gLu-L1bnjfKy982WLedYBwR6D7k0INMLc02L98b5v_516eiuIkNEqRyzUfYG5PDLDPp86wAGoBwq-GRG4LG-U9L_dM9JZ1eQvDB25dBeuMcOYuOs6FvMMFKeP9IIS6ZGOML6LgUfHdNKir7HSMjUJjKoA=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001h8_8MGCn1ChNv3FtnDvSBTXZv26GD1sP-I7zFWgYY1hdshj9L_gLu4ZTpCXmVG7wETZCexVhHbYCvZGE5-MrmosDwR4wNHf5lkRaNPD5sl2wYB8uGDm82FJ9brt4ogWmVMW3DewuPb59foN5JckV4T-gCOiGj9_5sK8uUrM8Y2wEEYrog42drRnI6ibZsu3-WVrknFmIhEeDT-b4FjQVbWikRTaXsS7p&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001h8_8MGCn1ChNv3FtnDvSBTXZv26GD1sP-I7zFWgYY1hdshj9L_gLu51pt0c9y1E54GT7AkQG7yjm3DD5XHJXuRNCyZHMHPSiAzc6hQd1MP-YBPGqRjYZwrcz0jeKnjZft0axWpmsYfEMkPtIwJ-SXba4rsvOzBec3epWGaM6a9N_v1injyEcQMQ3q-5J8TRJ0YNC-vBsP0k=&c=&ch=


AIDS Run & Walk Chicago: Team PHIMC

Team PHIMC, 2019 AIDS Run & Walk Chicago

PHIMC staff and supporters joined more than 2,000 HIV advocates, survivors, and community
leaders in the AIDS Run & Walk Chicago on October 5. "Live True. Be You." was this year's
theme. Beginning at Soldier Field and con,nuing along the lakefront, this event is AIDS
Founda,on of Chicago's (AFC) annual fundraiser for programs that decrease s,gma, raise
awareness about the epidemic, and support healthcare and services for people living with
HIV/AIDS. Congratula,ons to AFC and to everyone involved in making this a successful and
vibrant event.

As a Community Direct partner, 90% of the $5,139 we raised directly supports PHIMC
programs and partners that serve people at risk of or living with HIV/AIDS. 

Thank you.

PHIMC Welcomes New Staff

PHIMC is excited to announce four new team members:



Grecia Magdaleno
is the new Policy and Advocacy Manager -
Illinois Safe Schools Alliance, suppor,ng
LGBTQ students in securing their rights to
a safe and affirming learning environment.

RoiAnn Phillips 
is our new Communica,ons Director,
developing tools and approaches to
effec,vely communicate and further PHIMC's
mission.

Jacey Hutchinson
is PHIMC's newest Na,onal Health
Corps Member, jumping right into her
role as Food Jus,ce Coordinator for
Proviso Partners for Health (PP4H). 

Odera Ekeh
rounds out the team as an APEx Intern
through the Northwestern MPH program.

Visit our website to learn more about our new staff.

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001h8_8MGCn1ChNv3FtnDvSBTXZv26GD1sP-I7zFWgYY1hdshj9L_gLuw8BgnZw15wc_ZZswUZEKrV7C5fNKW8DuCOnO8M11ICHgDMOvm_uCJmEB2lmPbXkd8DdS2l1zl3xd3JwjMPZcDTsho0XMhYbYpC2DMLgsov0r6iWMhHeSu9-B8pj8YUEoQzg2VAIkCOR&c=&ch=
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